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SUBJECT: MAGNESITE GOI EXPORT RESTRICTIONS 
REF: (A) NEW DELHI 4644 (B) USDOC 5180 

1 . NORTON COMPANY, A MANUFACTURER OF REFRACTORIES, HIGH 
TEMPERATURE INSULATION AND ABRASIVES IS ALSO FACED WITH 
SIMILAR SUPPLY PROBLEMS MENTIONED REF (B). FOR FUTURE 
PROCUREMENT PLANNING PURPOSES AND NEED TO DEVELOPE 
ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF SUPPLY, NORTON COMPANY WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW REASON FOR IMPOSITION OF EXPORT BAN AND HOW LONG 
IT IS LIKELY TO LAST. 

2. NORTON COMPANY MOST APPRECIATIVE FOR TIMELY INFORMA- 
TION CONTAINED REF (A). 

3. FYI: NORTON COMPANY OPINED THE POSSIBILITY THAT GOI 
MAY BE EXPORTING MAGNESITE TO USSR IN REPAYMENT FOR 1973 
WHEAT LOON OR FOR OTHER SETTLEMENT PURPOSES UNDER BILATERAL 
TRADE AGREEMENTS WITH EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. THIS 
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ALLEGATION MAY MERIT INVESTIGATION . ROBINSON 
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